the Chinese, the Indians, the Negroes, the aborigines, the
Bengalees and the Ooans are each treated as a personality
and given a character and a behaviour, some flattering and
some otherwise,

9. Static vs. Dynamic Culture

Culture is dynamic, but not necessarily all cultures. It
is said that the so-called primitive cultures are not dynamic
or only slightly so, whereas advanced civilizations are strik-
ingly dynamic* The rate of change varies from "the almost
imperceptible change in small and primitive society to the
rapidity that characterises our own" says Wiley*1 Primitive
societies are small and isolated and had adjusted themselves
to their immediate physical and social environments which
had remained static, and where in a state of static equili-
brium. For this reason "the primitive group is in the main
strikingly homogenous from the cultural standpoint. A
great number of individuals within the group know and

feel, and do or can do the same things___The individual

is but a miniature reproduction of the group culture, and the
latter but the magnified version of the knowledge, behaviour
and attitudes of the individual. Any conspicuous digres-
sion on the part of the individual from the set form of
thought arid action is resented and repressed."2 Primitive
cultures are, therefore, static. Advanced cultures are said
to be dynamic and their rates of change to be rapid*

10. Invention & Diffusion

How are changes brought about ? How did culture
originate at all ? "Invention", as Dixon said, "lies at the

1.   Davis and Barnes, INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY,
P,557,

2.   Goidenweiser, EARLY CIVILIZATION, pp. 404-405.